i8                       CHARLES MACKLIN.
that, after some years of wild riotous youth, he found himself arrived at Bristol, probably early in the seventeen twenties, at a time when a company of strolling players had recently opened a small theatre there with permission of the mayor.
At this time there was certainly no regular theatre in Bristol, and, indeed, as late as 1773 we find the sober inhabitants of the city ineffectually petitioning the House of Commons not to grant a licence to the Bristol Theatre Royal. The earliest theatre in Bristol about which anything is known seems to have been i                         the theatre at St. Jacob's Well, though Mr. Richard
Jenkins, in his "Memoirs of the Bristol Stage" (1826), \      '                         mentions the localities of some previous  ventures in
I'                              theatrical building.     The  erection of the  St. Jacob's
^r| " '                         Well Theatre seems to have taken place about 1726,
vf    ,                         and it was built for Mr. John Hippisley, the original
\\                             Peachum in The Beggars' Opera.
" Mr. Hippisley's theatre," says Jenkins, " was situated at
> " ;                                 the foot of a pleasant hill, called Brandon, which is on the
y     ',         .                      north-west side of this city (the boon, as it is said, of Queen
;>                                       Elizabeth to the fair maidens of Bristol). . . . Behind the
*'                                      theatre was another hill called Clifton, a field belonging to
f|<                                     which was only separated from the back courtyard of the
3                                      playhouse by a hedge and low wall.     Here many curious
\     '                                but economic persons of both sexes stood for whole hours
jv    -                                to catch a glimpse, however transient, of some favourite
5   ^                                      actor or actress as he or she went along the said yard,
which (such was the inconvenience of the building) the performer was obliged to do on passing from the right-hand side of the stage to the left."
1                            This theatre was situated a quarter of a mile from the
city, arid, there not being any lamps in that direction,
'                        the audience had to trudge their way on dark nights
along a dirty road called Limekilns-lane. When there